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Background	  
•  Dande	  is	  a	  small	  town	  located	  about	  19	  kilometers	  southeast	  of	  Mekoni	  and	  5	  kilometers	  east	  of	  

Machare	   in	   Raya	   Azebo	  wereda,	   Southern	   Tigray	   Region	   in	   Ethiopia.	   Dimtsi	  Weyane	   (DW)	   from	  
Tigray	  media	  first	  reported	  the	   issues	  about	  this	  school.	  Subsequently	  addi4onal	   informa4on	  was	  
collected	  from	  regional	  administrators	  and	  individuals	  familiar	  with	  the	  region.	  	  

•  According	   to	   the	   report,	   the	   school	   in	   accommodates	   kindergarten	   (0	   class)	   to	   grade	   4.	   Upon	  
farther	   inves4ga4on,	   it	   provides	   basic	   educa4on	   for	   about	   144	   children;	   70	   boys	   and	   74	   girls.	  
However,	  its	  old	  s4ck-‐reinforced	  mud	  walls	  have	  deteriorated	  leaving	  large	  holes	  on	  the	  walls	  and	  
exposing	  the	  students	  to	  wind	  and	  dust.	  The	  blackboards	  are	  riddled	  with	  holes	  with	  very	  limited	  
space	   leX	   for	   the	   teachers	   to	   write	   on.	   At	   the	   4me	   of	   this	   documenta4on,	   it	   was	   not	   clear	   if	  
bathrooms	  or	  running	  water	  exist	  in	  this	  school.	  

•  The	  most	  dire	   situa4on	   that	  caught	   the	  aYen4on	  of	  our	  Raya	  community	  here	   in	  North	  America	  
was	  that	  most	  of	  the	  children,	  aXer	  comple4ng	  grade	  four,	  have	  to	  choose	  either	  to	  quit	  school	  or	  
walk	  10	  kilometers	  each	  day	   to	   the	  nearest	   town	  of	  Machare	   to	   resume	   their	  educa4on	  beyond	  
grad	  4.	   	  The	  boys	  who	  are	  forced	  to	  quit	  usually	  go	  back	  to	  farming	  and	  herding	  caYle,	  as	  it	   	  is	  the	  
natural	  transi4on	  for	  the	  boys	   in	  the	  area.	  The	  girls	  on	  the	  other	  hand	  are	  subjected	  to	  domes4c	  
services,	  helping	  out	  on	  household	  chores	  un4l	  there	  are	  married	  off	  to	  husbands	  who	  are,	  in	  most	  
cases,	  much	  older	  than	  themselves	  and	  oXen	  subjected	  to	  childbearing	  at	  a	  very	  early	  age.	  	  Almost	  
all	  of	   the	  children	  who	  quit	   the	   school	  never	   retain	   the	  basic	   language	  and	  arithme4c	  skills	   they	  
learnt	  in	  grad	  4.	  According	  to	  DW’s	  inves4ga4ve	  report,	  the	  girls	  who	  walk	  the	  10	  km	  trip	  through	  
bushes	   and	   forests	   between	   Dande	   and	   Machare	   for	   further	   educa4on	   are	   oXen	   exposed	   to	  
abduc4ons	  and	  disappearance.	  	  

	  



Objec4ve	  
•  Even	   though,	   substandard	   schools	   and	   inadequate	  

educa4onal	   facili4es	   are	   persistent	   problems	   in	   this	   area,	  
the	   condi4ons	   that	   the	   children	   at	   Dande	   School	   are	  
enduring	   require	   immediate	   interven4on	   with	   the	  
following	  objec4ves:	  	  

•  A/	  To	   reduce	   the	   illiteracy	   rate	  by	  providing	  educa4on,	  at	  
least	  up	  to	  grade	  six,	  to	  help	  them	  permanently	  retain	  what	  
they	  learn	  if	  they	  are	  not	  able	  to	  con4nue	  beyond	  grade	  six	  

•  B/	   For	   those	   who	   want	   to	   con4nue	   educa4on	   beyond	  
primary	   educa4on,	   the	   extra	   two	   years	  will	   help	   them	   to	  
physically	   develop	   to	   be	   able	   to	   travel	   the	   10-‐kilometer	  
journey	  to	  the	  next	  town.	  



Project	  Site	  



Dande	  School	  Today	  
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The	  Plan	  
•  Six	  Class	  Rooms	  
•  Two	  offices	  for	  Teachers	  
•  Two	  bathrooms	  for	  Boys	  and	  Girls	  

Aerial	  View	  of	  Plan	  

Loca4on	  of	  bathrooms	  and	  offices	  may	  change	  due	  to	  the	  presence	  of	  gorge	  nearby	  



Architectural	  Layout	  
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Cost	  &	  Schedule	  



Project	  Team	  



	  Donors	  -‐	  Thank	  You!	  
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Contacts	  

•  Zeferu	  Mesele	  –	  Managing	  Director	  
•  Teka	  Negusse	  –	  Project	  Sponsor	  
•  Abraham	  Beyene	  –	  Project	  Sponsor	  
•  Abraham	  Haile	  –	  Project	  Manager	  

“It	  is	  easier	  to	  build	  strong	  children	  than	  to	  repair	  broken	  adults”	  –	  F.	  Douglas	  	  

DW	  Documentary	  More	  info:	  

hYps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9OZMjEABRWk&feature=youtu.be	  


